Action and Outreach report Jan. - March 2022

1) AFIA holidays organised by Margaret Crawforth. AFIA provides holidays at Berwick upon Tweed, Haven caravan Park, caravan breaks at Cresswell Towers, occasionally at Whitley Bay, and single room retreats. Diana and Margaret visited the site at Cresswell Towers in early March. So far 4 bookings, 3 for Easter 2022 and 1 for the summer 2022 have been taken.                                                                                                                                                                        3 more caravan application forms were requested and 1 away day application on 4.3.22.                                                                                                                                       

1) Away days. Daytrips to Whitehouse Farm for a day and Tynemouth Blue Reef Aquarium are planned.                                                                               

2) Prisoners bags continue to be co-ordinated by Norma Wilmott. She receives empty backpacks and MU funds finance the contents of toiletries, a small towel, underwear, socks, T shirts, jogging bottoms, possibly a jacket or fleece. 2 rucksacks have been donated this March to add to the stock. 

A small group from Berwick undertook at a meeting on 1.3.22 to fill 5 rucksacks in Spring 2022. Diana to visit Norma.

3) Refuges:  Silvia Hickey liaises with the North Tyneside and Newcastle refuges. The internet branch raises the funds for gifts to the Newcastle refuges. Jennifer Snowdon liaises with the Northumberland refuge. Diana visited Harbour refuge this month with Margaret Crawforth and was introduced to manager, Sarah Collins, and Claire. They will invite MU to a meeting at the Riverside next month. D hopes to visit the other refuges.

North Tyneside refuge residents enjoyed an outing to Royal Quays, to Flotanation, in the winter. It was enjoyed by adults and children, as a safe enclosed activity for children leaving adults free to chat. It is suggested that a further visit to Flotanation should replace MU donation of Easter eggs, as the refuge receives Easter eggs from other sources.

4) Fisherman’s Mission received woolly hats in January 2022. It is proposed that the Fishermen’s Mission receive 10 x £4 Iceland vouchers with an Easter card, instead of Easter eggs in 2022, so that Fishermen can purchase their own chocolate to that value. Diana will contact Peter Dade, the chaplain.

5) Similarly the Cedarwood project children’s nursery manager, Kathryn McAndrew, and her new assistant, Kimberley, would welcome an alternative to Easter eggs. Diana and Margaret Crawforth met a nursery manager and staff at the Cedarwood project on 3.3.22. Perhaps sing along guitar children’s songs or puppets?

6) Walking With Wallsend refugee project has been supported in the past, but not recently. Diana hopes to visit to re-assess what kind of support would be appreciated.

7) Under the Bridges received Christmas gifts on 3.12.22, a reduced number of shoe boxes, and funding for new jogging bottoms for the users of the project. Diana intends to visit.

8) 4 Dementia homes in North Tyneside were visited by a Victorian lady with gifts of tins of biscuits and sweets in the winter. A & O considering taking entertainment to a care home rather than an outing for this Spring.

9) It is hoped that hospital bags, twiddle muffs will continue to be supplied to NTGH and RVI. 
10) No craft activities were provided last year, but it is hoped that Diana can meet with Dorothy Russell, Sue Croome, and that crafts can resume this for Walking With and refuges in 2022.

11) Finance: Catherine Cookson grant of £1500 for 2022 has been approved, but application for the Sensory Room for the Harbour refuge to the Freemason’s was rejected for technical reasons to do with charity law.

12) A & O response to the Ukraine war: Diana has attempted to provide branch members information on collection points for donations for Ukraine, and has publicised drop offs on the website, and through email and phone calls to a large number of branch leaders and MU members. 

Future aims: Diana hopes to meet all project managers, and assess if we are offering the support which is appropriate, within our budget, and the scope of our volunteers.
Diana Macnaughton

Faith and Policy Report for Trustee’s Meeting 18.03.22

1. Retreat at Shepherds Dene – 15 residential and 2 non-residential bookings confirmed. Jackie will liaise with Peter Dobson and Shepherds Dene prior to the event.                                                                            

2. It is hoped to have an intergenerational Family Day in June at Kirkley Hall. Jackie and Karolina hope to have more details soon.                                                                                                    

3. Jackie has met with chaplain Anne Marr. We looked at the possibility of having a short Eucharist at the start of Council. Anne is cataloguing Vestments and Vessels belonging to MU. These are currently kept at Anne’s house. We hope to find storage at the cathedral. These are available for branch or deanery services. Details will be put on the Website. Anne has talked to Helen at the cathedral and it is hoped that MU vestments and vessels could be used at times for the 1st Thursday 12.30 Eucharist. It is also hoped that MU members may have involvement in the service with bible readings or intercession prayers. This service follows the monthly MU mid-day prayers at the cathedral.          

4. The MU prayer book for the Queens Platinum Jubilee is available from the end of March priced at £3.80. Jackie will do a block order if anyone wishes to contact her.  

5. 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence is 25th November – 10th December. Robyn Boosey has left her role at MSH and no plans have yet been arranged. Linking with CADA, a sand sculpture has been commissioned and arial photos will be taken by drone. This will be on Bamburgh or Beadnell beach in July, but the exact date and venue depends on tides and weather and only a few weeks notice will be given. It is hoped members will come and support this event and possibly another photo will be taken involving members. It is hoped this photo will be used for the global day of action. A regional White Ribbon service may be held in York this year. We will wait for details from MSH and White Ribbon before we plan any event for our diocese.                                                                                                                                       

6. Lorna Beadle leads our prayer chain. The list has recently been updated.                                           14 people are being prayed for by 8 prayers.                      

7. Meg Johnson leads our Indoor Members. We currently have 50 Indoor Members. It was good to see the Indoor Members book used at Liverpool and Newcastle services. 
Jackie Moore
Marketing March 2022. 

It is wonderful to be able to refer to the transformation on the MU website.  Elizabeth Dean has done a remarkable job in making the site relevant, informative, up to date and inspirational. With the reflections from Anne Marr, it is now a site which people will want to view. The links to relevant addresses for help and donations are also a bonus and I love the use of the colours of the Ukrainian flag.

Branches need to send what they want on the site to Elizabeth who can add a page for each Deanery.
The fact that the Journal and prayer diaries are available online reflects our mission to reduce paper and make them more accessible. Prospective members can view these online and members can use when they are not home e.g. hospital waiting areas. 
 Members can send articles to Anne Blight who uploads the posts on Facebook.  Members are requested to send one email to the Webmaster Elizabeth Dean, to the Journal Editor Barbara Packer, and Anne Blight.  It is they who will see that the news articles and photos are included where possible. They must have the consent of any one in a photo to Share on social media.

 The deadline for the Summer Journal is 30th April, and Barbara would be glad of news and pictures from all Units, as well as from Branches
I hope too that the trustees will also provide positive suggestions and advice for the development of marketing.

We intend to show the website and use of it as well as Facebook at the Council meeting. 
Linda Benneworth
Diocesan Members Report 

My first task as Diocesan Members Coordinator has been to put together an accurate list of members for 2022 and to explain and collect their 2022 subscription, as no information had been provided prior to the hand over.


I can now say that there are 50 Diocesan Members in 2022.  29 chose to pay by D.D, a very encouraging number, the remaining 21 have paid direct to the Diocesan Treasurer.


A Diocesan Members Day is planned for 23rd April at St Nicholas South Gosforth, a much more accessible venue for members with or without their own transport.  A simple lunch will be provided.  


For those who find it difficult to attend I shall also offer an online Zoom meeting in early May.  I hope that in this way diocesan members can feel more a part of, and play a more positive role in, the organisation.

Sylvia Hickey

