UNIT REPORTS ON ONE DOCUMENT
MU Action and Outreach Report September 2023

In the Easter holidays, the May- June half-term, and the summer holidays the Mothers’ Union enabled 13 families who would otherwise not have been able to have any holiday at all to get away. All of those families had one or more disabled children. The disability might be physical, or a mental health diagnosis.  Overall 28 adults, 17 children, one child under 5, 4 infants under 2 years of age benefitted. We concentrated on families with a disabled child this year, as AFIA had considerably less the funding this year that we had available last year, and the year before. 

The remaining AFIA funds for 2023 will be used for away days for disadvantaged adults and children during the autumn, from domestic violence refuges, and from the Cedarwood project. 

We shall concentrate on filling the usual black waterproof gift bags for the homeless people supported by The Peoples’ Kitchen this autumn. 

MU is also preparing throughout the year to deliver Christmas gift bags to the three Newcastle hostels who provide accommodation for homeless women. This year I have visited several times one hostel where mothers with babies trying to get off alcohol or drugs live and are given support.

Last year we donated pyjamas for the mothers, and gifts for the children, in hostels, to their great delight. The First Internet branch, Ponteland, and Wideopen (among other fundraising efforts a lively Quiz and pie and pea supper night), and Blyth MU branches are again fundraising to provide the fresh ingredients for Christmas meals as well as gifts to the Coast and Northumberland Domestic Violence refuges. Hexham MU branch support the West Northumberland refuge.

This year I have had meetings hoping to encourage MU members volunteering already, or potential volunteers with NEPACS, at the prison visitor centre, and filling prisoner rucksacks. Wallsend MU branch donated 4 rucksacks, which a non MU group in Berwick has filled.

I have delivered clothing, including warm coats, to the ‘Walking With’ centre for asylum seekers in Wallsend, several times over this year, and received enthusiastic thanks.

I have met with branch leaders and offer a talk on Action and Outreach to several MU branches, designed to encourage prayer and support for projects. A & O are grateful for fundraising efforts such as the bus journey to the South coast of Britain undertaken by Sheila Auld of St. Gabriel’s MU branch, in aid of AFIA. Thanks also for donations towards AFIA from North Shields deanery MU branches and from Belford MU. They are much needed funds.

60 ‘comfort bags of hope’ were filled by All Saints, Gosforth MU branch, and added to the many given out by MU branches to a parent or care giver on the first day of their child’s school year, to console them as they let go in to a new stage of their child’s development. They contain a MU card, a tea bag and biscuit pack among other things. Robert Runcie First School, Ponteland School, and Wideopen parent or care givers of children starting school benefitted.

Faithful service to patients admitted to hospitals continues through the hospital bags, delivered by Sheila Walker in the West of Northumberland, Anne Lloyd for the West deanery of Newcastle, supply the RVI and Freeman;  St. Bartholomew’s, Longbenton MU in the East, Dorothy Robinson in North Shields, and Julie Lingham deliver to Cramlington Emergency Care Centre for North, Mid and Southeast Northumberland. They have also delivered beautifully knitted items for premature babies. Gosforth All Saints also delivered toiletry bags for emergency admissions to St. Nicholas Mental Health Trust hospital.

Diana Macnaughton 
Faith and Policy Report for meeting on 14.09.23

Worship is at the heart of MU and The Faith and Policy department supports this for all members and work done for MU in the  diocese and worldwide. 
1. At the Cathedral, midday prayers at 12.00 led by members and the Eucharist at 12.30 led by our chaplain, continue on the first Thursday of each month. These have a varied number of people attending but are always open to all members.                                                              

2. The diocesan Eucharist was held at All Saints Church in Rothbury on 10th June. It was a brilliant day with a coffee morning and lunch together before an uplifting service.                                

3. Our tree is growing well at Howick Hall and a number of members met in July to visit the tree. Trustees and members have joined together for midday prayers around the tree.                                                      

4. Newcastle Diocese continue to support MSH, as a small number of members write prayers for one month of The Prayer Diary. Anne Marr writes the reflection, monthly prayer and creative prayer. This year we contributed to September and ‘Peace and Reconciliation’.       

We chose the theme of ‘Seasons’ for 2024, which will be again in September.                                

5. The retreat at Shepherds Dene is a very popular ongoing yearly event. Our retreat this year was in June and led by Anne Marr. Next year’s dates are Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th June. It will be led by Rev. Robert Lawrence and will follow a theme of St. Francis and the environment. Further details and application form will be in the Autumn Journal. We are currently waiting for prices from Shepherds Dene. They expect 10 – 15% increase and suggested prices are £140 for 2 days residential and £40 for each separate day. 
6. We continue to link with the cathedral and support their work. A group of members are making 6 kneelers for the chapel. Designs have been approved and work is already planned to start later this month. 5 kneelers have been sponsored and the 6th will be for the MU diocese. The cathedral asked MU to make 20 knitted Shaun the Sheep, to link with the St Oswald Hospice trail and the sheep from this that appeared in the cathedral. The sheep were knitted with love, were gratefully received been used over the summer and appreciated by staff and many visitors.

7. Lorna Beadle and a team of members continue to pray for those in need through the ‘prayer chain’. Please contact Lorna if you know of anyone who wishes to be prayed for.       

8. Meg Johnson cares for our Indoor members. At all times we have about 50 indoor members in our diocese. Please keep Meg informed of and changes to these members.        

9. Karolina Wellbourne has again put together 180 ‘Bags of love’ to go out to parents leaving children at school on their first day. These go out to 3 schools in the diocese at the moment. If you wish to include any other schools in your deanery please contact Karolina for details.
10. Plans for 16 days of Activism will be arranged. (25/11 – 10/12) Midday prayers & Eucharist 7th Dec. will reflect the theme.   
11. Anne Marr has produced packs for ordinands and new clergy into the diocese. These contain information on the work of MU and a welcome/congratulation card.                         

12. The wave of prayer service will be produced for November/December.

13. Anne Marr has been a constant enthusiastic presence, tirelessly working and supporting everyone throughout the year. Her regular posts, sent to members and to the Website has given us much to think about in our lives and service to MU.                                                                 

14. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the work of Faith and Policy.

Jackie Moore

Marketing & Media FB Report

Unfortunately I don’t seem to get many photos to Share on the fb page which is rather sad as we interact with other Dioceses and attempt to let folks know what we in Newcastle Diocese are about.

It was good to follow Sheila Auld as she travelled through the country on public transport and I’m sure this helped to swell her fundraising which we were very grateful for. 

It’s been good to follow our link Mpumalanga and share their updates and having their responses and knowing they are praying for us too.

Please, please let us have your photos with news of events as soon as possible after the event as we try to post fresh news when we can.

Anne Blight VP Northumberland Archdeaconry (Fb)
