Unit reports on one document
MU Action and Outreach report March 2023

Since our last report I have entered our Newcastle Diocesan figures for Action and Outreach in 2022 to MU Live.

1) We continue to provide hospital toiletry bags to the Northumberland Specialist Emergency Care Hospital NSECH, North Tyneside, and Wansbeck hospitals (Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust) for the Freeman, and RVI, (Newcastle Hospitals NHS 

Trust) . 

Sheila Walker reported for Hexham deanery, delivering 40 hospital bags to the NSECH at Cramlington every 4 months. 

St. Bartholomew’ supply the Freeman hospital four times a year.

Julie Lingham from Ashington has filled the role once taken by Edna Maddison.  She has done excellent work in delivering to the ambulatory care, paediatric A & E and neonatal units at NHNFT already in January 2023. 

Donations of toiletries (flannels, combs, shower gel, disposable razors for mens’ shaving) to Julie Lingham  07828987980    lawjuad@btinternet.com                            

2)  AFIA was able to provide holidays for 332 people in 2022, that is 136 adults, 191 children and 5 babies. Our thanks go to Margaret Crawforth for her conscientious work.

3) MU provided 107 Christmas gift bags for the People’s Kitchen on 2.12.22                                                           plus jogging bottoms and trainers funded by cash donations.

4) 20 gift bags were delivered to Cumberland House on 8.12.22

5) 20 gift bags, 10 pairs of ladies pyjamas, and 10 baby toys were delivered to Ridley Villas hostel with 9 family units, plus 2 units in flats, on 22.12.22. Diana visited again on 20.2.23

6) 30 sewn fabric Christmas gift bags were made by Margaret Crawforth and Lillian Broatch to present to Girls Are Proud, part of Changing Lives, at their Christmas party on 22.12.22

7) Some of the food for the Christmas party was funded (£50). A Craft table was also offered, but we shall review the timing for the craft next year.

8) Members of First Internet, Ponteland and St Columba`s Wideopen branches funded large gift bags of fresh food providing a full Christmas Day menu for each of the 16 units that make up Harbour Refuge. First Internet continue their regular grant funded “Big Shop” of the many varied items (x6) for Welcome Packs and 30 Easter eggs have been donated for the children.
9) Northumberland Refuge received Christmas gifts, including very large shopping bags of Christmas goodies for each of the 9 family units, and toys from St. Cuthbert’s Toy service, through Jennifer Snowdon. The unit has received a cot bed and other household items, and childrens’ clothing, from Jennifer. Blyth will continue to provide gifts throughout the year, including at Easter.

10) MU contributed £200 towards the asylum seeker (25 families) receiving a small Christmas hamper each worth £10, and gifts for the children through the work of Dorothy Russell

11) The residents of 7 care homes were visited in December with Margaret Crawforth in Victorian dress. A large box of shortbread was gifted to each home. 

12) The Prospect Medical Centre (contact Nicola Dennison) received a one off donation of £200 towards baby boxes for new babies amongst refugees

13) Preloved clothes were donated to the Walking With Refugee centre.

14) Bags of hope for children starting school and nursery 60 at Gosforth, 30 at Fawdon, through Karoline Wellborne, and the First school at Ponteland.

15) Reading bags for Bedlington, Benedict Biscop school now concluded

16) Norma Willmott reported 20 prisoner rucksacks were filled and given out in 2022

17) Upper Coquetdale reported that MU had supported the Alnwick Food bank and a lRothbury foodbank, especially donating 13 bag of Christmas food treats for customers in Upper Coquetdale.
18) St. Bartholomew’s reported supporting their local food bank with groceries and cash donations

I would like to thank the deaneries, in particular Upper Coquetdale; and individual branches, among others St. Bartholomew’s, Longbenton; St. Luke’s, Wallsend; and St. Bede’s, Newsham, especially for reporting regularly on Action and Outreach activities in the branches. 

Please could all branches continue to feed in to Diana Macnaughton through their deanery leader or individually what they are able to do in service to our communities.

Looking ahead: We plan a Easter craft Day at Cumberland House on 4.4.23 at 10.30am                           Diana will speak to Tynemouth deanery about MU Action and Outreach projects on 27.4.23  Margaret Crawforth has booked the first Easter caravan holidays for AFIA for 2023,                   
6 bookings altogether so far for this year, with an emphasis on families with disabled children.

Diana Macnaughton 9.3.23

dmacnaughton18@gmail.com

Faith and Policy Report for F&P Meeting on 09.03.23

1. The retreat at Shepherds Dene 2023 will be held on June 19th and 20th. It will be led by our chaplain Anne Marr, with reflections following a theme ‘ Shades of Green…Aspects of Godly Gardening.’ Residential cost is £120 and daily cost £30. At present we have 7 residential and 2 non-residential each day.  Booking forms with deposit to Jackie.                                                                                

2. Anne Marr has worked alongside the cathedral staff and myself over the past year, to improve communication with Mothers’ Union.                                                                                              
A. We hold midday prayers on the first Thursday of each month in St George’s Chapel for members and any visitors. Anne is presiding at the 12.30 Eucharist on the same day a few times a year.                                                                                                                                            
B. The Diocesan prayer sheet is produced by Revd. Richard Hill and on the first Thursday monthly, prayers are included for the work of Mothers’ Union.
C. We have been asked if we could make kneelers for one of the side chapels in the cathedral. Helen Cooper has done a design and this with sizes, colours and materials to be used has been given to the cathedral for approval.                                                                                       
D. We have been asked by the cathedral to knit or crochet baptism shawls and have already provided a few. The shawls need to be white and not too small, as not all baptisms are tiny babies. If you are able to provide any shawls please contact Jackie.              

3. The Prayer Diaries for 2023 have been published and distributed. The Reflection, Monthly Prayer and Creative  Prayer for September were written by our chaplain Anne and the daily prayers by a small number of members in Newcastle. Please let me know if you wish to join the group. I still have a few spare copies if anyone needs one.

4. The Diocesan Eucharist has been planned for Saturday 10th June, 2pm at All Saints Church in Rothbury. Come along with friends and family for ‘A Grand Day Out.’ This will be a fundraising event.

5. Anne our chaplain writes regular Chaplaincy Posts and prayers that are sent out to members. These are also published on the website along with resources and ideas for worship. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     6. Lorna Beadle continues to lead our prayer chain. Please contact Lorna if you wish to join the chain or know anyone who wishes to be prayed for.  At the moment we have 8 people praying for 16 people.                                                                                                              

10. Meg Johnson leads our Indoor Members. We have 50 indoor members at the moment.
Jackie Moore
Marketing and Communication. Spring 2023
In order to develop marketing and communication a small group of members has been set up.  They are Anne Blight, Linda Benneworth, Elizabeth Dean, Anne Marr and Barbara Packer. 

We would like each branch to ….

It is hoped that each branch could nominate someone to take responsibility for sending information to the group, the website and the journal so that we can share ideas of what is happening in and around Newcastle MU.
Links to church websites.

In order to encourage this it is hoped that the branch coordinator will put information on the church website with a clear link from the church website to the MU website  and vice versa. 
Revamping the MU website:

It is planned to revamp the website in order to make it easier to access the various areas within it.  It is hoped that simpler listing especially on the Home Page, will allow regular MU members and those finding out about MU to go more directly to areas of interest.  These in turn will be clearly and simply labelled; for example, in the area of resources, the Publications and online documents will be easy to find.  A clearer link to Facebook will be given on the homepage.  Prayers and resources for branches will be clearly displayed.  It is hoped that special pages for branches will allow past and forthcoming events to be described.  For example, details of speakers, both on Zoom and as branch visitors could be included. 
Clergy pack.

A special pack for vicars to simply illustrate what MU stands for and what it does worldwide is currently being planned and written by Anne Marr.  This will include the links with the five marks of mission so that the clergy are fully aware of the relevance of MU.  It is hoped to establish links between the MU and “The Link” so that information about the MU is put into the Link.  Jackie Moore is going to follow this up.
Linda Benneworth
Diocesan Members Report March 2023

Our second meeting of 2022 took place on October 22nd, again at St Nicholas` Church South Gosforth in the Hall Annex, my sincere thanks to St Nicholas for their ongoing support

21 people attended including some visitors and Trustees plus 10 M.U. choir members who entertained us with a programme of music, readings, “joke time” and audience participation with a sing-along, which everyone enjoyed.

Midday Prayer were led by Rev Anne Marr and the morning ended with our routine light lunch which seemed a popular conclusion to a successful morning.  However, I remain disappointed that so few diocesan members come along or even respond to the invitation.

My special thanks to Val Woodman, Sheila Walker and Karoline Wellborne who stepped in to help and support me in the absence of my husband Bill due to illness.

Our next meeting is Saturday 22nd April, same time and venue.

Sylvia Hickey.  
D.M. Co-ordinator  

