MOTHERS’ UNION – NEWCASTLE DIOCESE

Annual Meeting of Council held in St John the Evangelist, Kingston Park, on Friday 31 March 2023
Present: Margy Tasker-Brown (President) Anne Blight, Anne Cairns (Vice Presidents); 52 members.

Apologies for absence had been received from a further twelve members.

Margy welcomed everyone, especially three members attending for the first time, and invited the Chaplain Revd Anne Marr to lead the meeting in worship; Anne included prayers for twelve deceased members and those who had lost loved ones since the last meeting of Council, and gave thanks for eighteen new members.  She also prayed for Bishop Helen Ann who would soon take up her new role, and for King Charles III as he prepared for his forthcoming Coronation.

MINUTES of the Annual Meeting held on 8 April 2022 were taken as read and confirmed.  There were no matters arising.

ANNUAL REPORT Previously circulated

FINANCIAL REPORT
Julian Brown as Acting Treasurer apologised that there was only at this stage an interim Financial Report, as a result of problems following the sudden death of Dorothy.  Membership numbers had dropped considerably with consequent drop in income, which highlighted the urgent need for fund raising and a recruitment campaign.  Julian stressed the importance of claiming expenses, and answered some questions from the floor pertaining to Gift Aid.  

There was no further business.

               ………………………………………………………….                    ……………………………..

                        (Diocesan President)                                                      (date)

An Ordinary meeting of Diocesan Council followed immediately.

MINUTES of the Ordinary Meeting held on 14 October were taken as read and confirmed.  There were no matters arising.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Margy commended Sheran Harper’s letter, displayed at the meeting, which included a prayer by Margaret Devlin from this Diocese.

NEWS FROM THE UNITS The reports were taken as read and several officers added or highlighted points.

Action & Outreach Diana Macnaughton asked to be informed of support given to local projects.

Faith & Policy Jackie Moore said there were a few places still available for the Diocesan Retreat.  A goodly number of baptismal shawls had been provided and she felt there were enough at this time.  Anne Marr had been working with other Diocesan Chaplains on fostering links with clergy; Bishop Helen Ann had contributed letters to leaflets Anne had produced to be given to the newly ordained and to existing clergy, commending the work of MU.  Anne urged branches to check that they had a presence on parish websites.  She displayed three ‘transplant bears’, teddy bears bearing transplant wounds with removable organs, which were given to children undergoing transplants or whose parents were undergoing transplants, and invited members to make hearts, livers or kidneys; patterns for felt or knitting were available.
Marketing & Communications Linda Benneworth said that Mary Sumner House were to endeavour to send out information and resources sooner in advance of events such as 16 Days of Activism.  Barbara Packer asked for photographs and information on support for local projects by the Journal deadline date of 20.4.  Anne Blight also asked for information for inclusion in social media.
Safeguarding and Diocesan members nothing to add to written reports.

Deanery Leaders Anne Blight mentioned that after a protracted period of difficulty Killingworth branch was now hoped to be in the process of resurrection.

FUNDRAISING 

Margy asked everyone to consider who might take on the role; such a person needed to be an enthusiastic and energetic person.

The meeting divided into small groups to discuss methods of fund raising and recruitment; each group reported its ideas and opinions briefly, and notes were given to Margy to be collated.

OTHER BUSINESS
A raffle organised and drawn at the meeting raised £60.

There was no further business and the meeting ended at 8.15 pm.

               ………………………………………………………….                    ……………………………..

                        (Diocesan President)                                                      (date)

