MOTHERS’ UNION – NEWCASTLE DIOCESE
Meeting of Council held in St John the Evangelist, Kingston Park, on Friday 10 October 2025.
Present: Margy Tasker-Brown (President) Anne Cairns (Vice President); Anne Blight, Sheila Walker, Karoline Wellborne (Deanery Leaders); Julian Brown (Treasurer), Sylvia Hickey (Diocesan Members)(Trustees); Sandra Davison (Secretary) Lesley Wright (Minutes Secretary) and forty nine members
Apologies for absence had been received from a further nineteen members.
Margy welcomed everyone, especially three members attending for the first time, and invited the Chaplain Revd Anne Marr to lead the meeting in worship; Anne included prayers for twenty three new members, the sick, twenty two deceased members, and those who had lost loved ones since the last meeting of Council. 
MINUTES of the Ordinary Meeting held on 4 April were taken as read and confirmed.  
Matters arising:
Margy stressed the need for someone to be prepared to replace her at the end of this Triennium; volunteers would also be needed in a number of other roles.
Margy encouraged branches to send her information to keep MU Live up to date.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS Margy had nothing to add to her circulated remarks. 
REPORTS
The Reports having been circulated were taken as read.
Finance: Julian Brown informed the meeting that he had taken on more national MU responsibilities and a replacement treasurer was urgently required.  He had emailed those branch treasurers of whom Sandra was aware, and asked that he be given an appropriate email address for any branch which had not received this message, as he hoped to hold a meeting to discuss banking arrangements since many high street banks were now imposing charges on branch accounts.  It was essential that he be notified of all changes of branch personnel, especially of new or deceased members.  
Margaret Proud had agreed to take on responsibility for claiming Gift Aid.
Safeguarding: Leadership training and Community of Interest meetings would begin soon.  Basic awareness had been completed by most branches. 
Projects team: Karoline Wellborne explained the thinking behind the new arrangements for gift bags for the People’s Kitchen; clear information was distributed to all attendees.
A number of craft items was available for purchase after the meeting, and Karoline invited people to take away materials to make more items. 
OTHER BUSINESS
Margy said that Anne Blight had kindly agreed to help anyone who would like to attend the 150th Anniversary celebrations in London in 2026; travel would be by coach with Carlisle MU and anyone interested should contact Anne. 
150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
Anne Marr spoke on the handout distributed to all attendees, which contained hopes and suggestions as well as outline details for a diocesan celebration to be held in the Cathedral on 25 July 26, and briefly showed the powerpoint presentation to be delivered to branches and deanery synods.
Margy introduced Claire Sowerby from Changing Lives who gave a very informative talk on the work of NIDAS (Newcastle Integrated Domestic Abuse Service).   
There was no further business and the meeting ended with The Grace at 8.05 pm.


               ………………………………………………………….                    ……………………………..
                        (Diocesan President)                                                      (date)
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