Bedlington Deanery Report
Despite our fewer numbers we continue to carry out most of our local projects.
Our main outreach project was to support the Northumberland Women’s Refuge. In late November we held a Coffee Morning in St Cuthbert’s Church to raise the cash needed to buy all of the ladies of the refuge with a lovely, cosy dressing gown. We also donated extra gifts for every lady which were small luxury goods. 
St Bede’s Branch gave everyone a toiletry bag, packed with everyday items and also a special item or two.
The children received age related toys which were donated by members and congregation of St Cuthbert’s Blyth at our annual Toy Service. The bags were also packed with extra treats, sweets, mince pies, chocolate Santa’s as well as other seasonal editable gifts. These were all received with grateful thanks from the refuge.
A few of our members were able to meet our WWP at Benwell on that very hot summers day last year.
St Cuthbert’s branch took a major part in our church’s 140th Anniversary celebrations with displays and hands on help with our open church for five days in November. After a short break we were into our Christmas Tree Festival where we decorated our tree with the Mothers’ Union theme and members helping with hospitality throughout the week.
All members of St Bede’s, St Paul’s and St Cuthbert’s Mothers’ Union are very active within their own congregations.
As a small Deanery we meet often and are welcomed to St Bede’s Branch to join with their service and speaker when appropriate.
On a personal note, I would like to thank my Mothers’ Union friends around the Diocese for their love, prayers and support during my recent bereavement. 
Jennifer Snowdon (Bedlington Deanery contact) 
CORBRIDGE AND HEXHAM DEANERY REPORT
The combined Deaneries of Mothers’ Union continue to work together very well.  The Deanery meetings have been very well attended with a lot of discussion and sharing of ideas.
In July Wylam branch held a Strawberry afternoon tea on a beautiful sunny day and was well supported by Deanery members.  Proceeds from this were sent by the Branch to the Diocese for MU Projects and the Deanery organised a raffle which raised money for Deanery funds.
Also in July we had the opportunity to meet Kathleen Snow, the Worldwide President, when she visited Benwell to see all that is being done to support “Something Wonderful” in Benwell.  We all joined together for lunch and a Service in the afternoon. It was lovely to meet Kathleen; she had such a positive message for Mothers’ Union looking to the future.
In August to celebrate Mary Sumner Day, a coach was organised to take members to Howick Hall to view the Kneelers in the Church there and to see the MU Tree. Quite a few friends joined the MU members making the trip financially viable. We had a very enjoyable day with a very interesting and entertaining talk by Helen Cooper about the planning and making of the kneelers.
Our Deanery supported the Christmas bags for the Homeless venture very well with donations of money, vouchers and sweets and volunteers to fill the bags!
As usual our Advent Service was held in Hexham Abbey, led by the Rector, Canon David Glover.   This year the address was given by Julie Barham, a reader at Hexham Abbey and Secretary of the MU Branch, which was much appreciated by the members.
St Cuthbert’s Haydon Bridge with Beltingham and Henshaw have a stable membership, the members continue to support Northumberland Domestic Abuse Services in Hexham with donations of Gifts for their clients and shopping Vouchers at Christmas. They ran their Annual Make a Mother’s Day Coffee morning and raised funds to buy MU gifts of Resilience and to support local projects. Gifts of Grace were given to the mothers of children starting school for the first time, these were greatly appreciated with a request to repeat this next September.  Members meet monthly with a speaker, and sometimes have a Members afternoon, they have Communion at 3 meetings each year.
Holy Cross, Haltwhistle have a small but determined membership who continue to meet regularly and are supported by church members, they plan to celebrate their 135th Anniversary this year.
Hexham Abbey Branch have 2 new members, they meet regularly with a speaker or have members meetings which are very successful.
Ovingham have a stable membership, they still continue the 5 minute peace one morning each week for parents after they leave children off at school. They have changed their meeting time to 2pm.
Wylam also have a stable membership, at their last meeting the members each chose a passage from the bible which had special meaning for them.  They next meet for a Service on lady Day.
Most of our branches have former members who do not pay their subscription but are not classed as Indoor members.  The branches still consider these people as Indoor members and support them with visits and gifts. 
I look back on a successful year of fellowship and look forward to working together in the next year.
Sheila Walker - Deanery Leader.
Report for Northern Deaneries 
Ashington are planning to plant 150 daffodil bulbs on Mary Sumner Day in the grounds of church. They are holding a Service of Celebration on 24th June 7pm, all welcome. The Branch is looking forward to being back in church after the completion of repairs following a car crashing into the vestry.  
Upper Coquetdale, due to the age of members, are struggling to manage events – but are looking to involve other local branches in the future as a consequence. This will include plans for the 150 celebrations. 
They are investigating the possibility of a Takeover Sunday – as they are in an interregnum they have to wait for permission from the Area Dean.
They are continuing with their new banner and plan to have this at the celebrations in Newcastle where members will be able to add a stitch if they want. 
As a branch they are planning to come to the Cathedral celebrations and are currently looking at transport. 
The Branch is also investigating putting together a recipe book to include:
· Recipes that are 150 years old (or Great-grandma’s favourite)
· Recipes for different appetites – e.g. diabetic, etc.
· Favourite recipes
· Information on Mary Sumner and Mothers’ Union
They will be contacting local branches for contributions. This will be a small booklet which will be sold locally.
The MU board in the church is already being used to publicise the 150 celebrations. Monthly changes are made to reflect on what MU means to  members and other  MU information. 
Alnwick had their first meeting of the new year last week which was well attended. They had an MU Christmas Tree at the festival in church. Hand made decorations, in MU colours, were provided by members.  Completion of their programme is underway with two firm bookings for meetings: in May, a talk about the Sea King helicopters from Rev. Mitch’s father in law to which there will be an invitation to others to come along. In June there will be a talk from Baby Basics and possibly an event to donate to this cause later in the year ( a successful Afternoon Tea event last year was held for this cause). After Easter, members plan to have further MU involvement in the first Wednesday of the month 10.15  communion services in church. Open invitation for members to join from other local Branches and Diocesan Members. 
Quite a few members have expressed an interest to attend the July 150th Celebration in the Cathedral.
Seaton Hirst continue to meet and have a variety of speakers who come from the local area as well as clergy who lead the members in preparation for Easter as they did for Christmas.  They will also speak on other topics if asked. Two social events are held during the year: a pub lunch in February and a delicious afternoon tea at a local coffee shop. Friends and family are invited to these events.  Until recently, they have supported Deanery events but these seem to be taking place less frequently now.
Until this year they supported the Christmas bags for the homeless.
Unfortunately, like all branches, membership is diminishing but they hope and pray that with God’s, and our members, help Seaton Hirst can carry on Mary Sumner’s dream for a while yet.
The Amble branch have been running on a 3 members committee for several years. Sadly, due to illness, 1 of the committee has had to stand down. However, a fairly new member (who is also retired clergy) has stepped in to help with admin work.  Despite having 18 members, due to age/health, many are unable to attend meetings which restricts choice of activities and speakers.  However, they continue to represent the branch at meetings and events in the diocese and at Provincial and National level. 2 members have plans to travel to Manchester Cathedral in March and St. Pauls, London in June.
They are pleased to report they do still have a full programme for 2026. 
To celebrate the MU 150th anniversary, the branch is planning to put on a display in church setting out the aims and objectives and, through photographs and memorabilia, tell the history of the Amble Branch.
Morpeth branch is making a good start with the 150th celebrations:
In January, they started the year with a bang - the Lord Lieutenant of Northumberland, Dr Caroline Pryer, was their guest speaker - she was marvelous and keen to celebrate with the branch during the year, if she is available.
Members are having a “ Take over Sunday” service on 29th March ( earlier than the suggested June date since it's a joint service of three churches in the parish).
In July they are having their annual “Strawberry Tea”. Proceeds this year will be donated in full to MU projects. There will be advertising about the MU displayed at the event.
The branch has 4 new paid up members: 2 transferred from other branches (enrollment to be arranged). There are plans to support the Holy Sepulchre branch in June and some members are keen to attend the Cathedral Service in July.
Helen Cooper – Deanery Leader
Central and East Deanery Report 
St Francis Mothers’ Union 
In the last year we have welcomed a variety of speakers and hosted a successful afternoon tea, coffee morning and our annual dinner. We also enjoyed a French themed evening and a quiz night. We launched our Cookery Book in memory of one of our past members June Falcus which has proved to be very popular. 
With the help of donations from the parish we were able to put together 36 gift bags for Girls Are Proud .
First Internet
1. In last 8 months First Internet have provided 2 outdoor unit/shed for Northumberland and N/Tyneside Refuges.
 2. Put together a Mother and Baby (0-6 Mths) Box for pregnant women arriving at Refuge with nothing and going into labour within days/hours.
 3. Fed both Refuges at Christmas, a total of 29 adults and 38 children.
 4. First Internet to lead a fundraising group made up of three other branches who supported our work in 2025.  This will enable fundraising to be more effective and focussed, it will also give support to less able branches.
5. Plans for a number of fundraising events for this coming year are coming together. Next Date in your diary will be our Annual Quiz on Friday 15th May. Please come and support us, bringing partners, friends and family- who will be the champions this year?


St Bart's Long Benton Branch   
We have continued to provide hospital bags to Newcastle Hospitals. Alyson and I joined Rev Anne Marr and 3 others at the Freeman Hospital in October to promote the bags to staff and patients. A successful event, which resulted in increased demand for the bags. Hence our Annual Soup and Sandwich Lunch on 1st March will this year raise funds to buy items for the bags. 
As part of our ongoing support for the RISE UP campaign and No More 1 in 3, we had a talk at our October Branch meeting from an Independent Sexual Violence Advisor with Northumbria Victim and Witness Service. A group of us braved the November weather to walk to our local shops where we again gathered and held a period of silence, The remainder of the funds from our Annual Afternoon Tea, from which we had previously purchased Winter coats for children in the Harbour Refuge, went towards their Christmas lunches. Some of us had lunch with members of the First Internet Branch, and two other Branches in February and we hope to work more closely together in the future on project work. 
The knitters in our Branch, in partnership with another knitting group, knit 60 hearts and 40 angels at the request of the Marie Curie Hospice. The project was co-ordinated by a member of our Branch and delivered to the hospice in time for Christmas.  
 As well as the Soup and Sandwich fundraiser, looking forward we are already planning our input into the Mothering Sunday Service. We have agreed with our Vicar that Takeover Sunday will be on Mary Sumner Day and our Annual Afternoon Tea will be on 11th July.  
All Saints
All Saints' Branch continues to 'tick over' despite the small number of members.  We've had a great variety of themes and speakers and the projects we support all seem to mean filling bags! 60 for the school gates in September, 40 toiletry bags for St. Nicholas Hospital and 10 for the homeless. We were pleased to acquire a new member in September. One more is being enrolled at the March meeting plus another will be welcomed from a different branch. Things are looking up!
St. Columba Wideopen
We continue to meet for prayer and fellowship and were excited to welcome our new vicar late last year who was already a member. We have supported project work- baking scones, packing bags and fund raising for both Deanery and Diocesan Projects.

Karoline Wellborne – Deanery Leader
West Deanery Report March 2026
On a positive note the branches in West Deanery are each planning for their 150years celebrations and we may decide to do a Deanery Event.
St John’s Whorlton have changed their meeting day to fit with Holy Nativity so that we can share meetings when we have speakers. 
St Mary’s Ponteland are having a Sunday service devoted to Mothers Union with the help of their Vicar Captain Allinson. They will also have their annual Coffee morning and plant sale in May. 
The ladies in Venerable Bede Church are hoping to take over a Sunday morning worship to showcase the work of MU. 
Holy Cross branch plan to have an Afternoon Tea with guests at their July meeting. 
Holy Nativity have their big Afternoon Tea in June.
The members in St John’s Whorlton have it in hand but not yet made a decision 
The Deanery continue to support Something Wonderful and Hospital Bag Projects with Ponteland supplying the needs of a Refuge.
Anne Blight, West Deanery Leader

TYNEMOUTH DEANERY REPORT 
Earsdon/Backworth
in October we held our annual Harvest Lunch when our members donated for the Greggs Vouchers which we sent in the  the Peoples Kitchen bags for Christmas. We also hosted in December the Deanery Advent Service, which was very well attended, when we celebrated the light coming in Advent and also the light of Mary Sumner which will have shone for 150 years in 2026.
Christmas lunch was held at The Dolphin  in December when we were also joined by members of other Tynemouth Deanery branches.
Our AGM in January brought us a new Secretary and planning was discussed with  members for the 150th Anniversary year. We planned  a display in our church St Alban's showing the history of our branch and also a celebration in our group in June.
February gave us our speaker Don Graham a retired officer of the RAF who gave us a very interesting talk of 'An Anglican Odyssey'.
Holy Saviours, Tynemouth
Since  September, we have had talks from 2 female members of the clergy, Rev Joan Dotchin and Rev Sue McCormack, attended Deanery carols and a Deanery lunch, had a Branch lunch out and had our A.G.M. 
St George's Cullercoats
Deanery supported Peoples’ Kitchen Christmas Gift bags  Appeal but felt it was a lot of hard work putting together hundreds of bags with not much inside them. Giving was generous, but mostly with Greggs gift vouchers, and the many spare ones had to be administered separately.
Branch Advent Reflection and afternoon tea opened up to community ladies groups, and well supported.
Branch numbers for 2026 are one down, at 32
Branch Programme prepared for the 150 celebrations, with at least 5 of us attending Evensong at St. Paul’s cathedral next June
St Luke's Wallsend
In October, one of our members, Jennifer Armstrong gave us a talk about '' South African Safaris'''; her Safari trips while she lived there and the wildlife, especially the birds that visited her garden. In November, we had an illustrated talk from the Wallsend History Society, about wartime experiences in the local area. We also took part in the Act Of Remembrance at the Wallsend Memorial Hall providing a wreath on behalf of the MU and the Parish. A highlight of the year was the celebration in March of the 90th Birthday of two of our members.  We have plans for this year that include a Coffee Morning on 9th May to celebrate the 150 MU anniversary, money raised will be used to support work with victims of domestic violence.
St. Mary's, Monkseaton 
In September 2025 there was the Deanery Festival at Holy Saviours to attend and we held our soup lunch followed by discussion.
In October Ann Lilley spoke to us about the work we previously called "Overseas" and we took a collection for this work.
In November we collected money for Greggs vouchers for the People's Kitchen plus the Deanery Advent Service was held at St. Albans and in December we had a Christmas Lunch in our church hall.
January meeting was our A.G.M. and as our meeting date for February was Shrove Tuesday and our church was very busy all day we met for coffee at the Rendezvous cafe and took a collection for "overseas".  On 24 February we held the Deanery Quiet Day at St. Mary's.
Christ Church, North Shields
At our first meeting in October, Jean gave another of her interesting talks on a painting and at our second Rev Dorothy Robinson, spoke to us of her many visits to Iona.
In Nov we had our own Rise Up! service and Jeans husband Mike ( our expert on our church history) talked to us about the Treasures of Christ Church.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A good number of our members (and Alison’s grandson, Daniel !) attended the meaningful Advent service at St Albans, which we thoroughly enjoyed.
We enjoyed the Christmas Meal at The Dolphin and on Dec 16th we had a short service followed by our now traditional meeting of Christmas readings.
Our first meeting in Jan was cancelled due to snow and but at our next, we invited Sylvia Hickey to share her deeply personal story of abuse which we found very moving.
In Feb we held a service, discussed Sylvia’s talk and how we might help and discussed our plans for our own display for the 150th Anniversary.
At the beginning of Mar, we had another visit from Anne and Derek Marr, accompanied by Jennie Jones who came to share the plans for the celebration service and particularly the dance and yesterday we were lucky enough to welcome Diana MacNaughton once more. She led a meaningful discussion on Bereavement. 
We continue to  raise funds for MU projects.
We continue to meet twice a month so  a lot to report..

Christine Birrell – Deanery Contact



