Unit Reports on one document
MU Action and Outreach   Sept. 2022

Since the beginning of 2022, the Mothers’ Union Action and Outreach projects have continued to deliver hospital bags to Cramlington, the RVI, and Hexham hospitals.

Julie Lingham from Ashington, will deliver hospital bags to the  Northumberland Specialist Emergency Care Hospital NSECH.   So far this year three deliveries have been made

30 emergency toiletry adult bags, 30 bags for the children’s ward, also sanitary products as requested

1. Delivery on 15.3.22

2. Delivery in July, 
3. Delivery 5.9.22
Jennifer Snowdon reports that on  25.4.22 Easter eggs, Easter crafts, gifts were donated by members of St. Cuthbert’s, Blyth to the Northumberland Refuge.
Occupants of the Northumberland Refuge joined with Harbour Refuge for a trip to Whitehouse Farm, in addition to one family from the Bedlington deanery (one adult plus 5 children) benefitting from a privately funded outing. Diana visited 7.9.22 and an outing to soft play is being planned.
Sheila Walker reported that Northumberland Emergency Care Hospital receives  40 hospital bags  every 3 months.  The last delivery to NECH via Cobalt from the West deanery MU was on 25th June.

Hats and blankets are made for Care Homes. The hats are knitted by Phyllis, Pat Johnson’s friend, the blankets are made by Hilary Fielding

Margaret Crawforth and Diana visited the Harbour Refuge to research what support they would like within our limits. They received Easter gifts on 11.4.22

On 22.4.22  residents of the Harbour Refuge enjoyed a trip to Flotanation costing MU  £137 for Harbour refuge.   7 under fours, 12 over fours, 5 adults benefitted.

Sue Croome St. Peter’s, Monkseaton  is willing to engage in another  craft project for the elderly, through Creswell Towers.

The Cedarwood Project, Meadowell, will enjoy an Awayday to Whitehouse Farm on 9. September: 30 seater bus to meet them around the corner, to transport them  £300, Entrance costs: £250      

 for 10 adults, 10 children, 6 infants, 

Overall AFIA has provided: 4 Awaydays

Caravan holidays: 7 at Berwick Haven Caravan site; 12 at Cresswell  Towers;  2 at Whitley  Bay                

Adults who have benefitted: 80, children: 133   Under 2s : 7

220 have had a holiday or an awayday so far in 2022

MU partially funded a family week at the Scripture Union site at Scougall run by ReNEw (John and Lena Stephenson and volunteers). 70 vulnerable children and adults benefitted.

Fisherman’s Mission, North Shields in Jan. 2022 they received 30 shop-bought hats for the fishermen

£160 to Fisherman’s Mission received in July 2022, as they did not receive Easter gifts this year.

Diana has visited the Walking With project in Wallsend supporting Asylum seekers and refugees twice, in the Spring, and in July. A craft workshop is being arranged for asylum seekers

Diana has met with Norma Wilmott to be informed about MU members volunteering at the Prison Visitor centre at Acklington, and about the rucksacks put together for prisoners on the day of discharge if they have no family to go to. Diana has spoken to a couple of MU branches, or groups to encourage members to volunteer.

A knitting pattern for cushion covers will be circulated as the craft project for MU members this autumn

December: People’s Kitchen, will receive gifts

Diana Macnaughton

Faith & Policy Report for Trustee’s Meeting on 16.09.22

1 The retreat at Shepherds Dene 2022 was led by Cannon Peter Dobson with a theme of Hidden Figures. Inspiration, prayer and peace was blended with friendship and fun in a beautiful and caring environment. The retreat for 2023 will be on 19th/20th June, led by our chaplain Anne Marr. Details and booking form will be in the Winter Journal.                            
2. We held an intergenerational Family Day at Kirkley Hall on Saturday 25th June. We had beautiful weather in this lovely place but very few MU members were able to attend. The day however was a success as many families were at Kirkley Hall allowing lots of interaction. A large Noah’s Arc with animals and stickers proved to be very popular.                                            
3. The MU prayer book for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is available from MSH and is a very good resource for prayer. The book includes 7 prayers from members in Newcastle Diocese. I feel we have many popular prayers that members use personally or in their branches. In 2023 I hope to collect some of these prayers or prayers written by members in a book ‘Share a Prayer’. I hope each branch can contribute to this venture.                                               
4. Anne Marr has worked alongside the cathedral staff and myself over the past few months to increase working together. We hold midday prayers on the first Thursday of each month in St George’s Chapel for members and anyone else who wishes to join us. Anne is presiding at the 12.30 Eucharist on the same day 4 times a year. She will next preside at this service in December. The cathedral print a monthly prayer sheet for the Diocese and on the first Thursday, prayers for the work of MU are included in the prayers. We have been asked if we could make kneelers for one of the small chapels in the cathedral. This has been agreed by trustees and I am waiting for further details from the cathedral about the process. Once this is formally agreed by them we will approach members for designs and help with making. The cathedral website includes all the MU diary dates in their premiss and also provides a link to our website.                                                                                                                                                           5. A group of members have again written prayers to be included in the 2023 Prayer Diary. Our chaplain Anne has also worked with MSH on The Reflection, Monthly Prayer and Creative Prayer for one of the months.                                                                                                                                               
6. 16 days of activism for Gender Based Violence is 25th Nov. – 10th Dec. MU will be linking with CADA as the photos of the sand sculpture taken at Beadnell Beach are released. We will hold a service for midday prayers at the cathedral on 1st December to reflect and pray for those affected by Gender Based Violence. Anne Marr will also preside at the 12.30 Eucharist on the same day. Details of any further activities will be sent to members.                             
7. MU in Newcastle Diocese have their own vestments and chalices that are used at services. These are kept at the moment by Anne Marr and are available for any branches to borrow and use. Anne has also written a Eucharist service reflecting this year’s theme ‘Transformation – Now’. We have plenty of printed copies if anyone wishes to use them.                 
8. Karoline Welbourne has been busy making and will be distributing the ‘Little bags of Love’ to parents of children starting school in the Autumn term.                                                                          
9. Lorna Beadle continues to lead our prayer chain. Please contact Lorna if you wish to join the chain or know anyone with problems who wish to be prayed for.  At the moment we have 7 people praying for 15 people.                                                                                                               
10. Meg Johnson leads our Indoor Members. We have 50 indoor members at the moment. 
Jackie Moore

Marketing and Communications, September 2022.
One major step forward has been the development of our website and Facebook entries.  Thanks to Elizabeth Dean and Anne Blight members can keep up to date with much of what is going on in our diocese in MU.  The new format on the web page and the links with the cathedral website make it very easy to access.  I hope that in the future, parish priests will encourage the Mothers Union to have a page included on the church website.  This of course will depend on the technology skills of the vicars.  If we could identify at least one member of each branch who is computer literate they could oversee the page and help members to access it.  (Age UK had a series of simple tutorials which can be downloaded.)
The activities which have taken place throughout the diocese can be easily found on the website; for those who do not feel confident with technology, printable versions of all the information can be obtained and paper copies can then be given out to those members who request them. 

There are some wonderful little touches including resources for branch meetings (which can also be printed out); there is even an MU quiz.  Overseas branches could be invited to “Share a prayer” and these could be uploaded on to the website on a regular basis.  Our own branches might want to do the same.

Contributions from our chaplain Anne Marr are inspirational and uplifting as are the contributions from across the region on Facebook.  I hope that these will make more members feel involved.  I have a short PowerPoint presentation to illustrate these and other aspects of keeping up to date.  (And to try and persuade more members to use technology.)

As Elizabeth is keen to point out, our information is only as good as the contributions which members send in.  We now have a calendar of forthcoming events which members can check up on at a glance; I hope in the future that branches will send in information which they think others might be interested in.  They could also add their own topical quizzes and information about successful branch activities.

I love the fact that all the information can be downloaded and given to branch members who do not use computers.  Copies of the Journal and Connected are also available online and can be downloaded and printed off.

I am looking forward to being given information about the other technological systems which I understand the internet branch are developing.

I think a lot of the information provided (e.g. on safeguarding) could be used to set up discussions at a branch meeting. There are details of contacts who can help and explain more.  Again, thanks to Elizabeth and Anne for making it all look so interesting and informative.

Linda Benneworth, September 2022
Diocesan Members Report September 2022

The first Diocesan Members Day of this triennium took place at St Nicholas South Gosforth on Saturday April 23rd. Attendance, though improved, was still less than I hoped. However, those who did come seemed to enjoy their time together and appreciated the change of time, venue and also the lunch, simple but provided for them.

I keep as many members as possible in touch with what is happening in M.U., something that also seems to be appreciated.

Our next Members Day is Saturday October 22nd, the venue and time remain the same. By way of a change, this meeting will feature the M.U. choir who will provide a programme of entertainment.

Membership remains unchanged at 50.

Sylvia Hickey
