Deanery Reports on one document
West Deanery Report

We celebrated Advent at Holy Cross church with a good service followed by a Faith lunch where chatter abounded as friends caught up with each other.

Epiphany was celebrated at St John’s Church Whorlton with their new Priest in Charge Matthew Hunter. We enjoyed a lovely tea together.

I was delighted to worship at St Mary’s Church Ponteland on Sunday 10th February for the Dedication of a beautiful new banner which had been hand stitched by one of their members. Sylvia Hickey their Leader had somehow or another, not sure who else could have done this! got their vicar to agree to give MU a 15min sermon slot! The congregation were then treated to Linda, our Action and Outreach Leader, telling us, with the help of the overhead projector, about the work being done in the Diocese. I was in the middle of the church and sensed the impact it had on them.

Hats off to you both Sylvia and Linda.

Venerable Bede Branch are at present planning a Deanery Service combining their 10th birthday celebrations.

St Matthew and St Phillips have given us invitations to an Evening Service for Lady Day.

Anne Blight

West Deanery Leader

Alnwick, Bamburgh and Glendale, Norham Deanery Report
 At the moment we have 8 Branches and 104 members.
Belford celebrated their 10 year anniversary after being reformed. It was a great party!
Open House May 20th at South Caistron from 10:30 am with coffee , lunch and tea.  Belford are looking forward to hosting our Festival on May 22nd , Evensong with banners paraded beginning at 6:30 pm.  This years Deanery Day on June 10th is a get to know Norham with it’s splendid history and Church, a 10:30 start.
A big thank you to all Leaders and committee members as we look forward to another inspiring year.
Margy Tasker-Brown

Deanery Leader

Corbridge Deanery Report,  March 2019

The annual “Shoebox Appeal” was a great success and over 71 boxes were delivered to Church House from the Deanery. A large percentage were for women and included sanitary protection. These items will now be added to the recommended list for inclusion in Ladies boxes.
This year the Deanery Advent Service held in St Mary’s Church in Ovingham was changed from a weekday evening to a new slot on a Saturday afternoon. There was very good turn out and as always homemade refreshments were served.
Ovingham Branch held a “Mosquito Drive” at their meeting in February and raised £50 for overseas projects. The afternoon was great success and enjoyed by all. Future programs will now include similar social activities which involve the participation of members.
Anne Cairns. 
Corbridge Deanery Leader 
Morpeth Deanery Report
Some of our members went on the coach with Bedlington Deanery to the Diocesan Council in Christchurch, North Shields where they were able to see a performance of Chosen.

We are sorry to lose Brenda Burt as Branch Leader of Holy Sepulchre Branch, but Rev’d Lorna Beadle has offered to take over as Branch leader for the next 3 years and the contact for her will be Christine Walker.

3 new members have been enrolled 

Edna Maddison would like to thank all the branches who put together the Emergency Toilet Bags, knit fiddle muffs and Baby Clothes, in particular thanking Margaret, from Morpeth branch for all the other items she knits.  Edna was presented with gifts at the Deanery Advent Carol Service, to mark her retirement as Deanery Leader.  She gave special thanks to Angela Mason and Sandra Davison, the Deanery secretary and treasurer for the wonderful job they have done.

As new Deanery Leader, my first task has been to organise a combined Deanery Festival with Lady Day Celebration, to be held in St Andrew’s Church, Bothal on March 19th at 2pm.  We are intending to award 7 long service awards at this festival, which our Diocesan President has kindly agreed to present.  In consultation with the Rector, Canon John Park, we will be following our theme Listen, Observe, Act, in our worship on the day.

With Love and prayers

Joan Howard 
Morpeth Deanery Leader.

Newcastle Central Deanery Report

St. Columba’s Wideopen

We ended 2018 with three very good meetings starting with MULOA and our President Barbara, then we learned about the work of the YMCA and ended the year with a lovely Quiet Afternoon led by Karen Chapman.
In 2018 we were concerned about the branch because most of the committee had done more than their 6 years but we were delighted that Mary agreed to be Branch Leader and now everything is fine and we have two new members who joined at our January AM and we hope for at least one more.  
At our February meeting, we learned about the important work done by 'Nightstop' a charity that provides emergency accommodation at our and of course we did provide Christmas shoe boxes in December and members always take part in all aspects of Church Life.

Joyce Elrod

All Saints’ Gosforth

All Saints’ Branch continues to function well.  
Just a week before the last Diocesan Council Meeting in October, two of our ladies died which meant that we were down to sixteen members.  However, one person is to be welcomed back to MU, one, maybe two are soon to be enrolled and we may even reach twenty in the not too distant future.

In October, our Youth Worker told us all about his work with our youth groups and families and some of us went to the Diocesan Council Meeting and ‘Chosen’ production at South Shields.  In November, Dawn Bentley gave us a wonderful talk about CAP (Christians Against Poverty) and we prepared our16 Days of Activism display for the church windowsill.
December 1st was our Christmas Fair when the MU had a ‘Presents and Preserves’ stall. Six days after the fair, we delivered twenty-two Christmas shoe boxes to Church House for distribution to the homeless.

The January meeting included the delayed Wave of Prayer and we discussed the year’s programme and possible activities.

The branch AGM took place in February as did the Diocesan Paying-in Day at the cathedral and the Commissioning Service, also at the cathedral.  
St. Columba’s and All Saints’ were together when paying-in, the banners were together at the Commissioning Service and we’ll all be together on 14th March at the Quiet Afternoon at Wideopen.  
We might be the smallest deanery but we do work together when possible.  Both branches are about to resume the preparation of hospital bags which have been requested by the chaplain at St. Nicholas’ Hospital.
Pam Taylor                                                              
Central Deanery Leader

Bedlington Deanery

There isn’t much for me to report as I’ve just taken over the role of Deanery Leader from Val Woodman.  A hard act to follow!  
Val has been a splendid leader and members of Bedlington Deanery thank her for all the work she’s done.  Val’s final report covered all of the activities in the deanery at the end of last year.
All that’s happening soon is a Quiet Afternoon for all members of the deanery at St. Andrew’s Church, Cambois which will be led by Revd Ian Henerby.  
I also want to have a meeting for branch officials soon after Easter when Lesley Bolton will talk to us about financial matters including Gift Aid.  I think many of us need to be reminded about how this scheme works.

Before the next Trustees and Council Meetings, I shall be asking Branch Leaders for a short report about the work of their branch so that we all know what each other is up to!
Josephine Kulke                                                                             
Bedlington Deanery Leader   
Hexham and Bellingham Deanery Report March 2019

This will be my last report as Deanery Leader, the baton is passed to Sheila Walker. The Deanery Coffee morning was not as successful as in previous times, so a new venture of a Pie and Peas supper with a Quiz, will take place on 27th July in Bardon Mill Village Hall.

Hexham Abbey Branch –The Branch is an ecumenical one with members from other denomination . June Olliver is their Branch Leader and some members will already know her situation. Her husband Michael died on Christmas day and his funeral was delayed by a month. Three days after his funeral, June slipped , fell on some moss, while watering hanging baskets. This resulted in a fractured wrist and hip, both dealt with at Cramlington and June was transferred to Hexham Hospital. After 5 weeks in hospital she expects to go home within the next 2 weeks.  June has been overwhelmed by the cards, support and prayers, she was given a prayer shawl when she says she “can feel the support of prayer both mentally and physically”.  She sends her profound thanks to all who know her. She is still very hands on in the Branch despite her setback.

Haltwhistle Branch   - Mrs Nellie Alderson continues as Branch Leader. Their Branch run a soup kitchen in the winter and a light lunch in the summer, in the church, for their funds. 

Haydon Bridge Branch 

A successful Shrove Tuesday lunch was held for the Benefice  at the General Havelock.

The annual Make a Mother’s day coffee morning will take place on Saturday 30th March in Haydon Bridge Community Centre. It is hoped we will be as successful as last year, when we were able to fund the entire catalogue with some duplications.

Bellingham Deanery

St Peters’ Humshaugh  covers a large geographical area, up as far as Kielder and down to Fourstones.  The Deanery Advent Service will take place here on  2nd December.

Anne Brunton,  ex Leader, Hexham and Bellingham Deaneries.

