Newcastle Diocese Action and outreach projects. 2018 – 2019
 I have often been asked what exactly we support in Action and Outreach so I thought it might be useful to list them
Away from it all (AFIA):
Providing AFIA holidays in caravans and bed and breakfast accommodation.
Retreats at Shepherd’s Dene have also been donated.
Days away to the seaside or farms as requested, for refugee families, families in refuges and local needy families in disadvantaged areas.
Providing funds for a parish pilgrimage to Holy Island.
The shoe box appeal: (Christmas boxes for the homeless.)
At Christmas 2018, over 500 shoe boxes filled with gifts for the users of the People’s Kitchen.  

Forty gift bags for two women’s hostels and twenty for the West End Refugee Centre.

Twelve shoe boxes for the overseas fisherman were provided.
Christmas gifts for mothers and children in two local refuges.

Other donations and support:
Donating Easter eggs for children and mothers in refuges.

Providing pamper days for women in refuges.

Donating over 100 sleeping bags for the homeless to the Peoples Kitchen.

Providing fiddle pinnies (activity aprons) and twiddle muffs for dementia suffers.

Giving hats and blankets to the residents in dementia homes, as well as biscuits at Christmas.

Emergency toiletry admission bags for adults and children in all local hospitals.

Special baby knitting (hats, jackets and blankets).

Hats and fingerless gloves for local fishermen (on the shrimp boats)
Providing kitchen utensils and bedding for young parents at New Beginnings as they move in to their new homes.
Providing clothes and toiletries for the asylum seekers at “Walking With” in Wallsend.

Donating silk scarves for the women at “Walking With” as Eid gifts.

Supporting “Streetwise” in central Newcastle through the donation of hats, gloves, biscuits, toiletries and sanitary products.

Supporting the “Red Box” project: giving sanitary products to disadvantaged girls in deprived areas.

Donating hats for the children in the nursery on the Meadowell estate.

Providing outdoor play equipment for the same nursery and equipment to help the startup of a rural playgroup.
Providing food and materials for a group working with school children who suffer from “holiday hunger”.

Providing backpacks full of essentials, clothes and toiletries for the newly released prisoners from Acklington prison.
Activities:
Running craft making classes for women in hostels and refuges.  These include jewellery making classes and quilting for women at Changing Lives.
Supporting abused women at events like “White Ribbon Day” and “a celebration of motherhood”.  MU funds are donated to provide refreshments.
Additional projects planned for 2019:
Holding a craft day at “Walking with” where silk scarves will be given out as Eid gifts.  The aim this year is to provide funds to allow the women who are asylum seekers to have a small celebration afternoon tea.  The plan is for the ladies to make local treats from their homeland.
Providing craft sessions for women who are on probation. These women attend classes to improve English and maths etc and the craft session would be a single celebration session at the end of the course.  Various venues are used by the HUB and we are currently working with them.

We may expand the Red Box project although it seems that other agencies are now taking this over.
In 2019 we will send 300 Christmas cards to prisoners at Acklington Prison.

Funding will also be provided for overseas projects as requested by the branches.  The money raised will as always be sent to Mary Sumner House to be allocated to worthwhile projects. Money donated by branches for nominated local projects will be used for these projects where possible but may be moved as required to support another local project.
 Recently I have had request for more prisoner backpacks. I hope that your branch may be able to provide one of these or indeed provide some of the contents for these.

 The demand for craft sessions has increased and I hope there may be some members who could provide the expertise to run a craft session producing such things as   jewellery, cards or pieces of embroidery.

For more information of the work of Action and Action, check the website.
If you wish to give money for local work, please specify either ‘AFIA’ or ‘Local projects’ when you send your cheque to Dorothy.

 As always  I end by thanking all members for their very generous support and encouragement.

 Linda Benneworth 

